GARY FARRELL

VINEYARDS & WINERY

2022 Rochioli Vineyard Honoring A Legend Pinot Noir

Russian River Valley

VINEYARDS & VINTAGE NOTES

The Rochioli Vineyard name is synonymous with the history of the Russian River
Valley and the history of Gary Farrell Winery. The 162-acre Rochioli Vineyard was
originally purchased in 1938 by Joe Rochioli, Sr. At a time when Pinot Noir was
virtually unknown in the Russian River Valley, Joe Rochioli Jr. was a pioneer in
selecting the Pommard clone for initial plantings. The first wine produced under the

Gary Farrell Winery label, in 1982, was a Pinot Noir sourced from two of the Russian
River Valley's premier vineyards, Rochioli and Allen, which are adjacent to each other

on Westside Road not far from Gary Farrell Winery, and which have both been
meticulously farmed by Joe Rochioli, Jr. for more than 40 years. 2022 can best be
described as “early”. It began with a cold, dry winter that led to early bud break.
Serious frost in April and an unexpected hailstorm in May caused damage to new

growth and flowers, impacting yields. Hot Summer temperatures led to an early onset

of harvest, with harvest ending on September 9th, the earliest in our winery history.
Despite the rapid pace, flavors and tannin were concentrated and acidity was vibrant,
creating wines that rival those of the beautiful 2021 vintage.

WINEMAKING NOTES

This small lot wine was crafted with minimal intervention to honor the legacy and
impact that Joe Rochioli Jr. had upon Gary Farrell Winery and the entire
winemaking community of the Russian River Valley. Fruit from two unique blocks,
New River 777 and Old River Block, was used to create this wine. The first block
ripened at a normal pace, but the second block uncharacteristically stalled out while
Joe’s health was failing, only fully ripening the day after he was laid to rest. This gave
us the rare opportunity to ferment these iconic blocks individually and to blend them
together with intent after barrel aging, lending respect to the vineyard and Joe’s
enduring influence.

TASTING NOTES

Producing a special wine to commemorate such an eminent figure is no small feat.
Fortunately, we not only got to work with Joe Jr. for decades, but we also have his
legendary Pinot Noir grapes to honor him. Intricately woven aromatics of rose petals
laced with lavender and cinnamon bark captivate the olfactory receptors as you
approach the glass. The lightness and pliability of the weight and texture dance
across the palate, with polished red fruit just starting to peek out in the core,
curtained by complex floral and herb notes. Fine tannins and ample acidity buoy this
young, soft-spoken wine that will blossom over time, as only time can make a legend.
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APPELLATION
Russian River Valley

COMPOSITION
100% Pinot Noir

FERMENTATION & AGING
15 months, 40% new
French oak

ALCOHOL
13.5%

PH / T.A.
3.34/7.00 gm/L

PRODUCTION
46 cases

BOTTLING DATE
February 2024

RELEASE DATE
Summer 2025

RETAIL PRICE

$105.00



